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Maybe it was fitting that we, as 
a church, are reading through 
the book of Acts and are being 
amazed at the heroics of the 
Holy Spirit as it works in various 
ways to help ignite the Way from 

NEW MEMBER AND BAPTISM IN CHURCH
the start at Pentecost. And we 
secretly long that it would work 
again that way with us being 
caught up and set down next 
to a charioting exotic foreigner 
reading out of Isaiah. 

But alas our 
story ONLY 
has an earthly 
father returning 
to the faith and 
reconciling with 
his son, which 
leads his son to 
begin to read the 
bible and question 
the life choices 
he has made, 
which in turn 
leads to a contact 
on Instagram 
and with the 
power of the legs 
beneath him, 
brings a young 
cook named 
Laud to Bobby’s 
apartment to 
speak with his 
wife Abina. Well, 
maybe the Holy 
Spirit is still doing 
something heroic. 

Abina, if you have met her, does 
not mince words. Upon hearing 
Laud’s story and his desire for a 
church, she suggested (actually 
commanded is probably a better 
description) to go with Bobby to 
Donau Gemeinde. Laud visited 
and was struck immediately by 
the family atmosphere of the 
house church and genuine love 
there. He immediately declared 
he would be back the next week. 

Bobby has been bringing Laud 
with his car since he lives a little 
outside of Vienna on the same 
side. Bobby, like Philip, uses the 
conversations of others to share 
the Good News and the truth 
of Jesus. On the ride to worship 
the next week Laud declared he 
wanted to be baptized and Bobby 
announced this in worship. 

The rest is just logistical in terms 
of how to baptize while it is still 
cold outside, but like the water 
the chariot happened to pass, 
the Lord provided. Laud declared 
Jesus his Lord and Savior on 
March 31st. And we celebrate 
with him on his faith journey 
which has brought a gentle giant 
into our family.

-Jake
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It’s been a little over a month 
now since our time in the U.S. 
and it’s taken us this long to 
get back into “Vienna routine”. 
Our U.S. visit was packed with 
people, food, coffee, and more 
coffee. We began our six-week 
furlough in Oklahoma where we 
concentrated on meeting with 
churches, university students, 
current supporters, and potential 
supporters to talk about the 
phenomenal work God is doing 
in Vienna. 

This is an aspect of furlough 
Will and I thoroughly enjoy 
because we love highlighting the 
growth we’ve seen in our house 
church and community. Giving 
presentations also allowed us to 
talk in detail about passions God 
has grown in us such as Will’s 
passion for refugees and my 
passion for mental health. 

We were able to visit with several 
churches including Woodward 
Church of Christ where we 
connected with the Hensal 
family! Will and I had a wonderful 
visit with Josh and Kim and 
their way-taller-than-last-time 
kids, but Elliott and Lucy may 
have enjoyed themselves more 
than we thought possible. They 
adored their time in Woodward 
which made for a very sad trip 
back to Oklahoma City. Elliott 
sobbed, “I wanna go back to 
the Pencils!” all the way back, a 
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testament to how amazing the 
“Pencil” family truly is.

This furlough was both physically 
and spiritually refreshing for 
us as we spent a significant 
amount of time with dear friends 
and family. The five weeks in 
Oklahoma were filled with unreal 
amounts of food, good coffee, 
and deep conversations. We 
loved that our kids were able to 
meet new friends, try new foods 
(usually didn’t go over well), 
and experience different Bible 
classes, and they loved that they 
got to see and play with Will’s 
parents every day. 

Once our time in Oklahoma came 
to a close, we flew to Ohio to 
spend a week with my side of 
the family. My brother and his 
family relocated from Mississippi 
to Ohio, so Will and I checked a 

new state off of our list and 
explored Columbus with them, 
my parents, my grandparents, 
and my aunt. Elliott and Lucy 
were finally able to meet their 
first cousin, Meredith, which was 
the greatest highlight of the trip. 
Other highlights included trying 
Cincinnati-style chill, going with 
the entire family to the zoo, and 
touring the Rock n’ Roll Hall of 
Fame. 

Though we’re glad (especially the 
kids) to be home in our own beds 
going about our regular routine 
doing the work we love, it was 
difficult to say goodbye to our 
home culture and the ones who 
know us so well - inside and out. 

Thank you for making our visit 
back so special. We’ll see you 
next time!

-Holly

HIM UPDATE
Our HIM workers, Hallie and Jacie, 
have been with us since October 
and have done an amazing job. 
Not for lack of difficulty getting 
them visas, though (as seems 
to be the run of the mill for HIM 
workers in Vienna). 

In December, they still hadn’t 
received their visas and their 90 
days in the EU were up, so the 
week after Christmas they both 

had to leave the Schengen Zone 
in the EU for what we thought 
would be a short stay in Scotland 
to wait it out. Unfortunately a 
few days turned into weeks as 
nothing came and nothing came. 

Hallie finally got word she was 
accepted in late January, and 
she was able to come back the 
next week. We didn’t know how 
long Jacie’s would take, so she 
flew back to the US for what we 
thought might be a long stay 
as we tried to work out other 

options for her.

But God is good, and she ended 
up only being in Oklahoma a 
few weeks before she found 
out suddenly that her visa was 
approved! She flew back to us 
in mid-February (around when 
our family went to the US for 
furlough).

It’s been a wild ride but thankfully 
both are safe and sound with us 
and doing great work in Vienna.

-Will
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NEW CONTACTS FOR HASKEWS
It’s always interesting to see 
where a path might lead. So 
many times in our ministry we 
make a plan, set a goal and work 
hard towards accomplishing 
what we set out to do. Often, we 
end up just where we intended.  
But not always. Such is the case 
with some recent contacts.  I will 
refer to them only as A and M, 
out of a respect for privacy and 
for their own security. 

Earlier this spring, a grandmother 
of one of our Kids’ English Hour 
participants, approached Jake 
and I about meeting with some 
refugees she had recently 
befriended. We were of course 
thrilled to go with her to meet 
these new friends. We traveled 
on a Saturday afternoon to 
a small village just outside of 
Vienna where several families 
are housed in portable office 
type buildings. We spent the 
afternoon getting to know A and 
M, as well as another couple. The 
generosity of these people was 
incredible.  They have extremely 
limited means, and yet, we were 
treated to coffee, tea, cookies, 
nuts and fruits.  We learned a 
little of their stories and we were 
able to share with them why we 
are in Vienna.  

    It didn’t take long before 
the conversation turned into a 

question and answer session 
about Christ and Christianity.  
It became clear that another 
meeting would need to be set 
up to even began answering all 
the questions they had.  So, the 
next week  we traveled again to 
the little buildings to enjoy lunch.  
Once again, I was humbled at the 
way these people fed us. After 
enjoying our meal, we turned 
again to the answering questions 
they had.  We spent a couple of 
hours fielding questions across 
a wide variety of topics from 
Noah to why Jesus had to die.  
We ended our afternoon with an 
invitation for them to join us in 
our home for a more organized 
Bible study. 
 
On the following Saturday, the 
little group joined us for lunch 
and Bible study.  We were able 
to give each person who came, 
a Bible in Farsi. The study went 
well and many more questions 
were asked. They left our house 
that afternoon with plans to set 
up a next meeting.
  
Sadly, only a few day later, A 
and M received notice that they 
were denied asylum in Austria.  
While we were in contact with 
them about ways they might be 
able to proceed and keep trying, 
they decided to flee to another 
EU country and try again there. 

We were so sad to hear they had 
gone. We were concerned about 
their physical safety, as we’ve 
heard so many terrible stories 
about refugees as they travel 
seeking asylum elsewhere. After 
not hearing from either of them 
for over 2 weeks, we had given up 
hope and just prayed they would 
be safe and come into contact 
with other Christians who might 
be able to help them.  

Then, lo and behold, Jake 
received a message from A late 
one evening letting us know 
they had a safe transit and were 
going to travel to a place where 
they knew some other people.  
We were so relieved to know 
they were safe. A also let Jake 
know in his message that he had 
been thinking about Jesus and 
was very interested in learning 
more about Him. So, now we 
are trying to get in contact with 
missionaries we know of the area, 
and hopefully they will be to, at 
least, check in on them. We are 
also trying to think creatively of 
ways we can continue a study 
with this sweet couple.  

Please be praying for A and M as 
they are still unsettled and have 
another long road ahead of them. 
Please pray for their physical 
safety, as well as, spiritual hunger.  

-Amanda
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