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Upon reading this we will have 
been in Vienna for over 10 years. 
Vienna is quickly becoming the 
place that I have lived the longest 
in my entire life (not sure if the 
first 5 years in Oklahoma count 
since I was only a temporary 
resident). I am not going to try 
and debate anyone who says it 
is or is not my ‘home’ as I prefer 
Paul’s view in the Letter to the 
Philippians when he writes that 
our citizenship is in heaven. 
Regardless of where I live my job 
is the same, to bring about the 
Kingdom of God. 

It is on that topic we need your 
help. We have done our best to 
keep this newsletter about the 
work and focus on the great 
things God is doing and has done 
through us here in Vienna. Our 
fundraising communication is 
usually through direct channels. 

HASKEWS IN NEED OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT
But there is something God is 
doing right now in our work 
as we face one of the greatest 
challenges of our 10 years. 

In times of weakness I can say 
that fundraising is one of the 
most difficult parts of mission 
work. But while it is, right now, 
the single biggest challenge we 
face, I try to look at it with a 
different perspective. 

By not sharing this need with you, 
I deprive you of the opportunity 
to glorify God and bring about 
His Kingdom in Vienna. God is 
wanting others to be a part of 
what He is doing through us in 
Vienna and that is something 
exciting and something people 
should be involved in.

So we are seeking financial 
partnership from individuals and 
churches. There isn’t one Euro we 
use that God has not provided, 
provided through generous 
partners such as some of you 
reading this newsletter. 

What a great opportunity on this 
10 year anniversary for a call to 
go out to join us in this Kingdom 
work as financial partners. We 

are seeking both one-time and 
ongoing support. For specifics 
our family has a one-time need 
of over $10,000 that needs to 
be met (prayerfully we are asking 
this year) and ongoing yearly 
support of over $7,000. We want 
to ask each of you reading this to 
pray that God provides for these 
needs. We ask you to prayerfully 
ask God how you can help meet 
those needs, whether that is 
additional support, starting 
support, or spreading the word 
of our need to the congregations 
you are a part of. 

We are asking, seeking, and 
knocking. Can you give, will we 
find, will the door be opened?

For further information or if you 
would like to give online you can 
go to www.viennateam.org. If you 
would like to mail in your support 
you can to:

Memorial Road Church of Christ
ATTN: Tammy McKeever
2221 E. Memorial Road
Edmond, OK 73013

with Haskew Family in the memo 
portion.

-Jake

www.viennateam.org



A longtime vision that we have had is to partner with Austrians in reaching their friends. While this has 
happened in various ways from the beginning, none is more special for us than when Daniela and her friends 
Roman and Sonja, and us with our friends Barbara and Thomas starting a lunch/bible study on Sundays once 
a month. We have been through many ups and downs and while Roman and Sonja didn’t stay the course, 
Barbara and Thomas have faithfully met with us for several years learning about who God is and what His 
plan is for us. 

They have been challenged (along with their oldest son) to evaluate misconceptions about God, truths about 
Man, and how God is shaping their lives moving forward. They have become some of our best friends in 
Vienna and we are asking you to pray for them as they are challenged now with the response of what baptism 
means. We also ask you to pray for how we can partner with them moving forward. They have expressed an 
interest in meeting more frequently (we meet usually once a month for study) and inviting others to join us, 
so we are excited to see what God will do through this family. 

Thomas has a very curious and seeking heart. He likes to bike ride and works in the auto industry. Barbara has 
a very compassionate and servant heart. They have three boys, two in the same age range as Abby and Katy 
and several animals. We spent several weeks with them in the US last summer and want to share some of our 
pictures of that trip. Please pray for this family.

-Jake

BIBLE STUDY HIGHLIGHT

Beginning in May, we had the 
pleasure of working with summer 
interns Becca Bingham and 
Patricia Jeffries, two women 
currently studying at Oklahoma 
Christian University. As this 
internship is only six weeks long, 
our team wanted to show them 
as much of our work and daily 
life as possible. Right away, the 
two became part of our busy 
schedules. They took German 
with our close friend and Bible 
study partner, Pia. They worked 
on small projects, such as 
planning the end of the year 
party for our English Songs & 
Stories program and Girls Day 
Out for the teens in our youth 
group, spent an hour each week 
with Hermine, and visited June in 
the nursing home. They met with 

INTERNS FROM OC
friends, contacts, and church 
members. As a way to help 
promote our Let’s Start Talking 
program, Becca and Patricia 
handed out flyers in different 
parts of the city. They attended 
our church every Sunday as well 
as our church’s retreat at the 
house (Schwarzwaldeckhaus) in 
the mountains.

During the times when Becca 
and Patricia had no immediate 
appointments or projects on 
which to work, they observed 
and joined our families in the 
routine and spontaneity of 
our lives. Both are now able 
to say they’ve been inside an 
Viennese pediatrician’s office, 
a hospital, and even the DMV-
like office where we all go 

to wait, and wait, and wait… to 
renew and pick up our visas - the 
true missionary experience.

We’re tremendously thankful for 
Becca and Patricia’s hard work 
and willingness to be here for six 
weeks out of their summer. They 
had a beautiful impact on many - 
our families included!

-Holly

Becca and Patricia served with us for 6 weeks



PICTURES FROM THE FIELD



LET’S START TALKING PROGRAM UPDATE
For the second year in a row, we 
received a team from Let’s Start 
Talking for the month of June. We 
had a great experience last year, 
but the numbers were not quite 
where I had hoped. Nevertheless 
I was eager to get a second team 
here to try to grow the program, 
building on to what was started 
by last year’s great group.

This year we were sent three 
women from Arkansas Tech and 
the University of Tennessee. 
Heather, Kaitlyn and Ashton 
were amazing and jumped right 
into the work, culture, church and 
environment. Only one had done 
LST before, but you couldn’t tell. 
All were very outgoing and easy 
to talk to, something I think our 
readers appreciated. All were 
confident in their faith, showing 
a genuineness not many people 
experience day-to-day here.

For those who don’t know, 
LST sends teams of any age to 
mission sites around the world to 
offer an English program using 
easy-to-read texts from the Bible. 
I participated a few times when I 
was in college and I’ve seen first-
hand the impact it can have on 
people, one reason I’ve been 
wanting to start this program 
here in Vienna for a long time. I 
was glad to see it grow this year.

I started advertising earlier this 
year and tried different methods, 
including passing out flyers near 
the universities. We had a larger 
overall number of people who 
were part of the program than last 
year, but more importantly than 
that, we had more people who 
seemed to be interested in the 
biblical aspects of the program. I 
heard from the 3 members of the 
team about multiple readers who 
probably came at first only for 
the English but managed to have 
multiple in-depth conversations 
with them. Many of them want 
to continue with some follow-up 
later in the summer or fall. 

We got to have a few parties at 
the church apartment with them, 
where the Americans cooked 
southern classics like fried 

chicken and mashed potatoes 
(and one reader from Vietnam 
made summer rolls) and we 
would play games, get to know 
each other and have them interact 
with our church members. One 
reader even came to church last 
Sunday, something I’ll be praying 
continues.

Thanks to Ashton, Kaitlyn and 
Heather for sacrificing their 
summer to teach the Bible to 
people in Vienna. And we are 
thinking about expanding the 
program here to have teams 
come during the fall or spring as 
well. If you or someone you know 
- of any age - have the desire to 
come for a few weeks (or more) 
to help us out with this, please 
contact us!

-Will
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