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When it rains, it pours. 

There are seasons of our work 
here when we just have to take a 
step back and marvel at what God 
is doing in Vienna. He is blessing 
our work and the Danube Church 
of Christ in ways we never would 
have thought even just a year 
ago. We have seen many people 
come to Christ, all from Iran, 
all refugees fleeing from some 
sort of persecution, pain or 
oppression in their past life. They 
came to Vienna to start a new life, 
and through various connections, 
were introduced in the meantime 
to Jesus, who has given them the 
best new life of all. 

It’s a blessing to come every 
Sunday morning to see these 
smiling faces of people who 
now have a hope they never had 
before. Their lives are still not 
perfect, as they are navigating 
bureaucracy and experiencing 
fresh prejudice and distrust in 
their new land and home. But 
their newfound joy overpowers 
everything else and we can’t help 
be caught up in it as well. 

I’ll write more about how the 
growth of Iranians in our church 

A LIGHT TO THE IRANIANS
has shaped our community, but 
for now, I just want to give a 
short introduction to each of our 
new members so you can get to 
know them and continue praying 
for them. Setayesh khodavand ra! 
(“Praise God!” in Farsi) 

Masoud & Mahboubeh

This young couple comes from 
Mashad, Iran. M&M (as we 
affectionately call them) had to 
flee after becoming interested in 
Christianity through a colleague 
at their photography studio and 

joining their underground house 
church, which was then raided. 
They fled on foot and made their 
way to Europe, spending time 
in Germany and Switzerland 
before entering the asylum 
system in Vienna. They were 
baptized after months of study 
in early April, and it was one of 
the most emotional baptisms 
I have witnessed, as they (as 
professional photographers) 
documented each other’s act 
and then held each other and 
cried for joy. We were all crying, 
too. 

Current Status

We had asked for prayers for 
their asylum to be accepted, and 
we are thankful to report that in 
late April they were accepted! 
They will also be moving into a 
new apartment at the end of 
August, so finally away from the 
refugee houses at last. And we 
are also overjoyed that they will 
be adding a new baby to our 
church sometime next January!

(more on next page) 

www.viennateam.org



Parastoo

Parastoo came to us by chance 
when Chuck needed a translator 
for a Bible study with M&M, 
and they said they knew a Farsi 
speaker with great English a 
few floors down in their refugee 
house. She had been a flight 
attendant for a high profile airline 
in Iran, but had to leave when she 
only attended a discussion group 
about religion in general (she 
didn’t believe in Islam but didn’t 
really have a faith of any kind). 
Parastoo agreed at first to just 
translate for the Bible studies, 
then to come to church on 
occasion to help (although she 
didn’t really believe). But God 
works in all circumstances, as 
over time, she began asking her 
own questions during the studies 
and came to a faith of her own. In 
early May she decided to accept 
Christ in baptism. 

Since then she has become 
almost like a member of our 
family, over often to play with the 
kids, who just love her. And she 
is still always in our church every 
Sunday, ready to translate for the 
other Farsi-speakers who don’t 
speak much English or German 
yet. 

Current Status

She has been here almost two 
years but has still not received 

even an interview yet for her 
asylum. She is just in this time of 
limbo, not able to do anything 
with her life until something 
happens. Please pray for her that 
she can get her interview quickly 
and receive a positive answer just 
as fast. She is still living in various 
refugee homes. 

Bita & Kiana

God was working here in ways 
I can’t even comprehend. After 
Parastoo came to Christ, she 
started talking to her roommate 
in her refugee home, Kiana, about 
Jesus. Across town, in another 
refugee home, Asal (whom you 
will meet later), was sharing her 
faith with Bita. They both came 
to the decision to be baptized 
at relatively the same time. As 
it turns out - Bita and Kiana are 
sisters, who had been placed in 
separate homes. I think the “open 
mouth in amazement” emoji is 
appropriate here. 

They’re both younger women 
(mid 20s and late teens) and 
since their baptism in mid-May, 
they have brought so much joy 
and youth to our church. They 
have a past of a ton of hurt that 
we are only now beginning to 
learn about and discover but 
you would never know it through 
their smiles. We do know that 
they walked for many months 
across Europe to get to Austria. 

Also, they seriously give the best 
hugs. 

Current Status

They received their asylum not 
too long after their baptisms! 
They’re in the process now of 
finding a place to live and start 
going to university, etc.  

Sahar

Asal is an evangelism machine 
(again, more on her later). Not 
long into June, we met Sahar, 
another young Iranian woman 
Asal had met in her refugee 
home. She visited our church a 
few times, and after studying 
with Asal and some with Tamika, 
she decided to be baptized not 
long after. We’re still getting 
to know her and know that she 
comes from a painful past, but 
are still learning the details as she 
feels comfortable sharing them. 

Current Status

When she first came to us, 
she had waited 2 years for her 
asylum. We prayed hard over 
those weeks that she would get 
an answer fast. Just 5 days after 
her baptism, she got her positive 
answer! Obviously we don’t 
believe that God rewards people 
in this way for making that kind 
of decision. 

(more on next page)



But this is evidence of how 
God can work in any and all 
circumstances. Sahar is currently 
living in our church apartment 
while she tries to get into 
university and find a place to live. 

Siawash

Siawash is a young, 19-year-old 
Iranian who has been attending 
our church for almost a year. He 
sometimes brings his mom, or 
his 11-year-old sister, Hesti, but 
most of the time it’s just him. He 
came to us a few months ago 
wanting to learn more about our 
faith, and so Chuck and I both 
started studying with him more 
in depth. He understands so 
much and really gets what faith 
in Christ is all about, even at such 
a young age. After a few months, 
he decided to be baptized, which 
was done on a warm July evening 
in the pond near our house, with 
his mom and sister in attendance. 

He continues to come with his 
aunt, Anushe (more below), and 
brings his mom and sister when 
he can. Pray that he can be an 
influence on them and that he 
can stay strong in his faith. 

Current Status

Siawash, along with his mom, 
sister and aunts have been 
legal and permanent residents 

in Austria for many years now. 
He just finished his high school 
and will be looking at his next 
steps now (including greater 
proficiency in German). 

Asal

You’ve seen her name pop up in a 
few of these stories already. That’s 
just a testament to the amazing 
spiritual and evangelistic force 
that is Asal. She was already a 
Christian when she came to us, 
attending a Persian-speaking 
church here in Vienna, helping 
with things like translation, 
etc. She had been in the same 
refugee house as M&M, hence our 
connection. She visited our group 
once to help with translation 
and has been with us ever since. 
And we are blessed to have her. 
She has one of the purest faiths 
I’ve ever seen, always on fire to 
tell everyone around her about 
how Jesus has changed her life. 
Our church wouldn’t be where 
it is now without her, and we’re 
thankful that God has placed her 
in our midst. 

Current Status

Asal received her positive answer 
to asylum in May, and is currently 
living at the church while she 
prepares everything for her next 
phase of life, including finding 
her own apartment and going to 
university. 

Anushe

Anushe is Siawash’s aunt (but 
only an 11-year age difference) 
who has been coming as long 
as he has. She was also already 
a Christian when she came to 
us. She has such a loving spirit, 
easily making friends and full of 
confidence. She has also become 
a mentor of sorts to some of the 
younger Iranian women who have 
experienced tragic pasts and 
many difficulties escaping from 
Iran, and many of the others look 
up to her. We’ve loved having her 
with us.  

Current Status

Like Siawash, Anushe has lived in 
Vienna for a few years now and 
has her asylum status, working in 
a local restaurant.  

Sara
(picture on next page)

Sara is a sweet young Iranian 
who is also one of our newest 
members, only having been with 
us for about  two months since 
being brought by Bita. She was 
also already a Christian, but said 
she fell in love with our church 
family almost immediately, and 
felt the love in return. 

(more on next page)



She comes from a very troubled 
past, full of hurt that we can’t 
share here, resulting in a lot of 

trust issues. But her heart is so 
pure, and she wants to learn all 
she can about Jesus and her 
new family, so Holly is continuing 
to study with her. We were also 
blessed to have her mother, 
Mitra, visit us from Iran for a 
few weeks. We loved getting to 
know her and we are praying that 
she can also somehow come to 
Austria and escape a dangerous 
situation she finds herself in back 
in Iran. 

Current Status

Sara has had one interview for 
asylum but was given a negative 
answer (experiencing a horribly 
biased and prejudiced judge in 
the process). She has appealed, 
and is now waiting for her second 

chance. If she  is denied again, 
she will have to leave the country 
and go back to Iran, which would 
be dangerous for her. Pray that 
she will receive a different answer 
this time (and quickly!) 

These new additions are only in 
the past year so you can imagine 
our joy at welcoming so many 
new brothers and sisters into 
our family. We love what God is 
doing in the Iranian community 
in Vienna and we pray that he 
continues to work to change 
lives, and that he can use us and 
our church to do so. 

-Will

SEEKER’S 
SERVICE

LST SERVES

We wanted to give an update 
to the new service that we had 
started in the last quarter of 
2017. In so many ways it was a 
reminder of our first days of 
starting the house church back 
in the beginning of our time here 
in Vienna. We had the faithful 
attendees, the awkward singing, 
the one-timers, the wondering if 
anyone is going to come, the joy 
of those that did come, and of 
course the joy of knowing that 
people were blessed to be a part 
of it. We tried some things, kept 
things very simple, changed 
some things based on need but 
ultimately ended much like the 
beginning with a small group 
of people, praising God in song, 
hearing from His word about 
forgiveness and a challenge to 
be a people, and a ..... church 
that above all else is ready to 
love and forgive. These building 
blocks we pray will continue 
to grow in our house, in our 
neighborhood, and continue to 
grow throughout Vienna. 

- Jake

Earlier this summer, we welcomed 
our third consecutive LST group 
to Vienna. The team consisted 
of three phenomenal women, 
Abby, Shelby, and Elizabeth, 
all of whom currently attend 
Oklahoma Christian University. 
Will and I had the pleasure of 
connecting with them during 
our furlough in February 
and March, and we knew 
right away that whoever 
signed up for their LST 
readings would be in 
for a wonderful time of 
connection, learning, 
and laughter. 

Abby, Shelby, and 
Elizabeth brought in 
several new readers 
from different parts of 
the world, including 
readers of various 
ages from Hungary, 
Afghanistan, Czech 
Republic, Columbia, and 
Pakistan. They hosted 
two successful parties 
at the church apartment 
which allowed our family 
as well as the Haskew 
family to connect with 

their readers and trade contact 
information for future LST 
readings and get-togethers. Not 
only did these three women 
connect with their readers, they 
connected with our church family 
as well. Many tears were shed 
on their last Sunday which is a 
testament to just how impactful 
they were during their time in 
Vienna. 

-Holly



PICTURES FROM THE FIELD

Recent picture of our church

Easter market season

A Danube Church “Young Adults” meetup

Roswitha and the Rybinskis’ new puppy, Bruno

Giving Hermine her baptismal robe

Mitra, Sara’s mother (and Holly’s “Iranian mom”)



SUMMER INTERNS WORK IN VIENNA
Recently we had a bit of a sad 
news around here. We had to 
say goodbye to our summer 
interns, Jourdan Bruce and 
Becca Bingham. These young 
ladies partnered with us for the 
last 6 weeks as part of Oklahoma 
Christian University Center for 
Global Missions. OC students 
are given the opportunity to 
serve in locations throughout 
the world under the guidance 
of missionaries currently serving 
local communities. 

Jourdan and Becca joined us 
in June and spent 3 weeks in 
Vienna getting a taste of the 
kinds of work we do here. Then 
in July, they headed to the 
mountains to take part in a work 
week at Schwarzwaldeckhaus 
with the Haskews and several 
volunteers from Oklahoma to get 
the mountain house and grounds 
ready to receive its summer 
visitors. They also were part of 
the leadership team during Teen 
Camp. 

It seems that everywhere these 
creative, talented, hardworking 
women went, they touched lives 
and built relationships. It was 
such a joy working with them 
both, and we are going to miss 
them in Vienna!!!

-Amanda
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