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Our small house church had 
another blessed few months. 
Since January, we’ve had eight 
more people decide to put 
on Christ in baptism, all from 
different backgrounds and walks 
of life. We want to share our joy 
with you, so I’ll briefly describe 
each of them below so you can 
add them to your prayers:

Afsaneh

Afsaneh is 
the mother 
of Bita 
and Kiana, 
the Iranian 
s i s t e r s 
who were 
b a p t i z e d 

last spring. She finally made it to 
Austria in November and quickly 
became beloved in our church, 
especially with our kids. Even 
though she doesn’t speak a word 
of German or English, she exudes 
pure love and caring. After a few 
months of studying, she was 
baptized in February. Please pray 
for her as she learns German and 
navigates the asylum process.

Martin, Albina, Adelina, Lisa, 
David

DONAU GEMEINDE CONTINUES TO GROW

We met this group through Laud, 
who was an old friend of Martin. 
Martin, his wife Albina, her sister 
Adelina, and his mother Lisa, 
come from an Albanian Muslim 
background. Martin found Christ 
on his own and quickly told his 
family (and friend David) about 
him. Through Laud, we met 
them and were blown away by 
their intense faith. All five were 
baptized as a group in February.

Max

Max (not his real name) is the 
brother of an Iranian woman we 
know who some people in our 
church are close to. He made 
it to Austria in February and 
quickly got connected with our 
group. After several weeks of 
study, he declared he wanted 
to be baptized in Christ, which 
took place mid-March. Like our 
other refugees, he still has a long 
asylum process ahead of him. 

Keep him especially in mind on 
April 4th, when he has his first 
asylum interview. (He has asked 
that we don’t share his picture or 
name, as it can cause problems 
for his family back in Iran.)

Wafa

Wafa, from 
Afghanistan , 
has been 
in Austria 
for several 
months. He was 
unfortunately 
not placed in 
Vienna but in a 
tiny village in the outskirts (Jake 
writes more about his situation 
below). He has been studying 
with Jake for months and, just 
this week, was baptized in the 
beautiful nature of the Viennese 
spring that finally arrived. Please 
pray for him especially in his 
loneliness, as it is difficult to be 
in that tiny village practically 
by himself, and for his asylum 
process as well.

Please join us in rejoicing in all of 
these new brothers and sisters in 
Christ!

-Will
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Judy: going through a difficult time in her 
marriage 

Nici: further her walk with Christ

Nici and Yordan: their marriage

U!Shine Vienna: the people with whom 
we come in contact and financial stability

Sara, Wafa, Omid, Niushe, Afsanah, 
Mohammed, Mahtin: their asylum

Mitra (Sara’s mother): her desire to move 
to Vienna

Seeker’s Service: that it would grow and 
bring new people

Hermine: health

Ali and Flo

Pia: getting married and moving to US

That we can grow closer to some of our 
new contacts

Donau Gemeinde Christi: for the growth 
and health of the church and to make 
wise decisions

PRAYER 
REQUESTS

GOODBYE TO HIM WORKERS
Another season is coming to a 
close here in Vienna. Not only is 
winter giving way to the glorious 
spring, it is time to say goodbye 
to our HIM workers, Jacie and 
Hallie. 

These two young ladies came to 
us eager to share Christ a year 
and a half ago, and share they 

have! We have been blessed to 
see their enthusiasm for working 
with children and young adults 
build up the church in Vienna, as 
well as, their efforts to meet new 
people and grow relationships. 
Hallie and Jacie have overcome 
challenges like navigating the 
visa system and learning German 
in the short time they’ve been 

here, providing an 
example of persistence 
to all those who know 
them. 

As they each step out 
in faith to the next 
adventure, they will be 
greatly missed by many 
here and we pray God’s 
blessing and guidance 
be upon them.  

-Amanda

If you’ve been following the 
dream for U!Shine Vienna from 
the beginning, then you know 
2018 was a massive year for the 
nonprofit. It was a year all about 
building: Working to get U!Vie (its 
self-dubbed nickname) founded 
as a legal entity, gathering a team, 
opening a bank account, creating 
a website, finding our voice on 
social media, and networking, 
among some other exciting 
moments. It was also a year of 
extraordinary and excruciating 
growth. 

Extraordinary because, whoa, 
U!Shine Vienna exists. Through 
its existence, my co-founder and 
friend, Michelle, and I have now 
met so many phenomenal people 
in Vienna. 

Excruciating because, as growth 
does, we were stretched in 
uncomfortable, disappointing, 
and at times, disheartening ways. 
I tell you this not to kill the mood, 
but rather, to be transparent 
in how we’ve experienced 

GROWTH: EXCRUCIATINGLY EXTRORDINARY
the realities of founding this 
organization.

Building a nonprofit is tough 
stuff, and we took some serious 
mental health days. To preserve 
the progress we’d made so far, 
we did a lot of journaling, talking, 
crying, breathing, and getting 
the necessary psychological aid 
to support us throughout 2018. 
There were plenty of days we 
wanted to throw in the towel, 
convinced this whole endeavor 
was a huge mistake. But as 
uncomfortable as those times 
were and will be, they were 
reminders that such growth was 
and continues to be necessary.

Through struggle is how we 
learn the skill of resilience, the 
cornerstone of mental and 
emotional health. And we’ve 
often found that just when 
we’re feeling pretty low and 
tempted to curl up into the 
fetal position, the light flips 
back on and restoration follows. 
The messages we received and 

conversations we had last year 
about the desperate need for 
something like U!Shine Vienna 
gave us life and encouraged us 
to keep moving forward.

So, we kept going, and launched 
our website in January! Shortly 
after, we held our first information 
event which sold out. In February, 
we held a workshop on being 
still, a seminar on depression, a 
game night, and a small group 
discussion on the already 
discussed topic of depression. 
We’ve also begun to feature blog 
posts on mental health written 
by professionals within the 
community. 

I am eager for what Jesus will 
bring for U!Shine Vienna and 
invite you to join us on this journey 
of bringing mental and emotional 
health awareness and education 
to the city of Vienna, Austria, 
and meeting and reaching out 
to people who desperately need 
help and hope.

-Holly



PICTURES FROM THE FIELD

Afsaneh with her daughters, Bita and Kiana

Kiana’s birthday (Iranian style) at the church

Masoud, Mahboubeh and baby Cyrus

Youth group escape room activity

Holly with Albina and Adelina

Recent Sunday morning



NEW EFFORT IN REFUGEE CAMP
Wafa, who has been attending 
faithfully since November and 
studying with me, and who was 
baptized this week, has been 
sharing his faith and knowledge 
with others at the refugee 
camp he lives at. It is located in 
Probstdorf, a village about 10 min 
with the car from where we live. 

There is a bus that brings people 
to Vienna but it only runs a 
few times in the morning and 

afternoon. It is a sleepy little town 
surrounded by fields with not a 
lot of action and many retirees. 

Because of the long drawn out 
process of receiving asylum (or 
not) the temporary housing 
solution there has turned into 
a three plus year prolonged 
waiting game. People have come 
and gone and the ones who are 
still holding out try to keep busy 
with a German course, or other 

courses or in the summer working 
the garden that is part of the 
area where they have placed the 
two storage containers turned 
living quarters. There is only one 
woman, a wife who speaks little 
German and barely escapes the 
confines of the containers. 

This is the situation where Wafa 
lives and I am hoping he will be 
a shining light. I suggested that 
we start a Bible study there 

once a week to answer 
questions for those that 
have them and continue 
the sharing of the good 
news, which Wafa had 
already started. So I 
have been going out on 
Thursdays to Probstdorf 
and having a small Bible 
study with those that 
come by. Sometimes 
it ends up being just 
Wafa, sometimes we 
have several of the 
other men there. 

But ultimately I hope to 
be a blessing and bring 
hope to that place 
and those people who 
have seen a long three-
plus years of the same 
scenery with no hope 
or future before them.  

-Jake

THE KOOISTHE HASKEWS
Will, Holly, 

Elliott and Lucy
Jake, Amanda, 
Abby and Katy
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Wafa being baptized by Jake


