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We are once again celebrating 
with the angels as four more 
people were baptized this 
quarter! Wafa and Omid, 
refugees that are still waiting 
for answers on their asylum 
request, each got in contact with 
me through other refugees that 
I was meeting with. Wafa is a 

NEW FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST
quiet, thoughtful young man 
who enjoys nature, animals, 
and music. A gifted piano 
and guitar player who learns 
to play through youtube 
videos and then astonishes 
with his improvisation, while 
he hopes to one day work in 
landscaping or gardening, he 

may yet dazzle this 
city of music with his 
skills. 

Wafa lives in a 
little town about 15 
minutes outside of 
Vienna down the road 
from us. In the height 
of the crises in 2015 in 
order to find housing 
for so many people they 
began using temporary 
housing consisting of 
two freight containers 
stacked on top of each 
other. These ‘temporary’ 
housing shelters were 
scorching in the summer 
and breezy in the winter. 
Four years later, they 
are beginning to wear 
out and people living 
in them are forced to 
move, or find housing on 
their own. Wafa is one 

of the final occupants and while 
he enjoys a room to himself, it is 
very isolated. We began studying 
in October of last year and this 
year we are meeting twice a 
week one time at our office 
space, Kreuzung and one at the 
refugee camp. He has a desire 
for others to learn about God, a 
God who is a God of love and not 
of war. His favorite book is Luke 
and his favorite passage is about 
the low being brought high. He 
wanted to be baptized in nature 
and so we chose the Mühlwasser 
close to where the Koois live, on 
a warm day surrounded by some 
of his new church family. 

(more on next page)
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Wafa at his baptism

Mohammed, Maisam, and Omid at the 
Haskews’ house



We were blessed this year to 
have not just one, but two 
different LST teams in Vienna to 
to teach English using the Bible 
to people in the community. Our 
first team consisted of Amelia, 
from Oklahoma Christian, and 
Margaret, from the University of 
Nebraska. They were fantastic, 
immediately connecting with our 
readers and spending tons of time 
with them outside of the reading 
sessions. Unfortunately they only 
were able to stay 3 weeks, much 
too short a time, and there were 
many tears when they left.

To help out, we also had Karen 
and Cecil Strande, a couple from 
the Stillwater Church of Christ, 
who picked up immediately 
where the first team left off. 
Again, their time was much too 
short, but they did an incredible 
job of sharing their lives, faith, 
and spirit with everyone within 
our church and beyond.

We miss them all and hope to 
have them return someday. 
Please pray for our readers and 
our follow-up with them.

-Will

LST
TEAMSOmid is a friend of 

Mohammad who I had 
been studying with and 
tutoring in math and 
English. He is a very 
respectful young man 
from Afghanistan who 
likes sports but is still 
waiting on his asylum 
process. He tries to pass 
his time with German 
and preparation classes. 
These are to prepare 
him for a test so that 
he can get his Austrian 
equivalent of a GED. He 
reads very fast, has few questions, 
and yet seems to understand the 
text as if it simply makes sense. 
Omid arrived late (as usual for 
when we study together) to his 
baptism and as we were about to 
start, asked to wait because he 
had invited a friend. He wanted 
his friend to be there so he could 
witness his birth in Christ. 

What an example for us all that 
even before his baptism, he was 
sharing his faith and wanting all 
to know of the saving power of 
Jesus Christ. Omid and his friend 
Maisam came back with us to eat 
and play games afterward. We 
had a great time getting to know 

(cont.)

Maisam, who left his home when 
he was 10 to escape, what he will 
only describe as a ‘bad situation’. 
He awaits asylum as well, living 
in a home for unaccompanied 
minors. 

Mehrdad is an older Iranian 
gentleman that works hard and 
came to us through another 
contact. He studied with Will 
with Sara translating and has 
been with us several months. We 
are overjoyed that his wife and 
son could be there to witness his 
decision to follow Jesus. 

Fetun came to us looking for 
a church to call her own. She is 
quick to forgive us when we mix 
her up with the Iranians, she is 
actually from Syria and although 
she received her asylum quickly, 
it was temporary and she must 
reapply this year. She had been 
studying with Will and came to 
the baptism of Omid and Mehrdad 
just to see what it was all about. 
But she had already made up her 
mind to follow Jesus and was not 
going to let anything stop her. 
So in just the clothes she was 
wearing she was baptized into 
Christ. Fetun was so thankful to 
give her life to Christ and we were 
blessed to be able to baptize her 
in that moment when she knew 
decisively she wanted to give her 
life to Christ. 

-Jake

Mehrdad with his wife and son

Fetun

Amelia and Margaret



PICTURES FROM THE FIELD

LST readers Balazs and Timea with Karen and Cecil 
Strande

Wedding party with Nici and Yordán

Amelia and Margaret with Balazs and Timea

Vienna Team girls on the team retreat

Haskews helping the bride prepare in their yard 
(Mahboubeh as the photographer)

Koois with Mahboubeh and baby Cyrus



TEAM RETREAT
RETREAT!!! RETREAT!!!  During 
a battle, these words are used to 
draw troops and forces back to 
a safe place in order to regroup 
and form a new plan.  While 
not in the midst of a physical 
battle, in April our team took 
the opportunity to retreat in 
order to rest, relax, revision and 
reconnect as 2 families working 
together in Vienna. We loaded up 
the cars and headed to Hungary 
and enjoyed a few days near 
Budapest. 

As the original team was forming 
we received some great advice 
to try and carve out a little 
bit of time each year to “get 
out of town” and regroup as a 
team.  We embraced this advice 
wholeheartedly and it’s now 
a tradition we look forward to 
each year.  While the location 
changes, we strive to include 
time for prayer and evaluation of 
the work in Vienna.  Each family 
has the opportunity to share 
victories and struggles with 
individual projects, as well as, talk 
about new ideas and dreams for 
the future of the work.  

Of course, since we take our kids 
along, too, there was also time 
for some good old fashioned 
fun.  This year we were able to 
spend lots of time swimming and 

playing games in the pool area.   
And after the kids went to bed, 
the grown ups and Abby spent 
time trying to outdo each other 
in various board games.  All in all, 
it was a great time for all and we 
headed back to Vienna ready to 
conquer our busiest time of the 
year.  

-Amanda
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Will and I met Nici (Nicole) 
through our good friend, Thomas, 
right after our visa blip in 2013. 
We became fast friends, and 
Nici, with her contagious social 
abilities and love of people, soon 
became part of our church family 
without necessarily meaning to 
do so. The topics of church or 
God didn’t altogether interest 
her, but the concept of a loving 
family was an appealing one, and 
something she craved down to her 
bones. Though Will and I, and the 
rest of our church family, prayed 
she’d one day be more intrigued 
by spiritual conversations, we 
never pressed her. We simply 
walked alongside her, on hills 
and through valleys, listening and 
loving in all circumstances.

Then, Nici met Yordán, a 
wonderful, gentle soul from 

NICI & 
YORDÁN

Cuba. The two met during Nici’s 
first trip to Cuba, an adventure 
she finally fulfilled due to her 
appreciation of and fluency in 
Spanish. Yordán was real with 
her. “I’m a Christian,” he stated. 
And it wasn’t her favorite thing 
about him, but everything else 
about him was a match. It wasn’t 
long before Yordán made his way 
to Vienna and into the Donau 
Gemeinde’s living room, reading 
scriptures in Spanish, with Nici 
right by his side. It was clear the 
two were ready to marry. Nici 
asked me to be her wedding 
planner and Maid of Honor (note: 
a semi-stressful combination), 
and the two of them asked Will to 
lead the wedding service, and to 
have the service in the Haskews’ 
backyard. We were all honored 
and immediately agreed. 

In the months leading up to the 
wedding, Will and I met with 
Nici and Yordán for marriage 
counseling using curriculum 
from Prepare + Enrich which was 
a wonderful experience for all 
four us, as couples, and as close 
friends. Will and Jake have been 
leading an on-going weekly Bible 
study for Nici, and they now 
have a variety of involved roles, 
like hosting each month. We 
are blessed to know this couple 
and witness their growth in their 
individual and communal faith.

-Holly


