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I love to hear the story of a 
person’s faith journey because 
everybody’s story is unique. I am 
blessed to have come in contact 
with one of those stories this 
year. 

Joan* (name changed for safety), 
an Iranian, didn’t get to have the 
luxury of growing up in a faith 
community, but circumstances 
out of her control led her to a 
choice that forever changed the 
course of her life. 

She had been coming to Donau 
Gemeinde for a while and was 
going through the motions 
of being a Christian when we 
decided to start meeting to 

A STORY OF FAITH
help improve her English. I was 
also hoping to hear more about 
her faith journey and what had 
brought her to Donau Gemeinde. 
It was during these times that 
it became apparent, we spent 
more time on faith subjects 
rather than English. This is some 
of my favorite time with people, 
the time spent discipling new or 
older believers and seeing their 
potential to do great things in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Joan 
had such a thirst for God’s Word, 
while struggling/wanting to put 
it into practice. 

Because of life, she had to make 
very mature choices at an early 
age, choices no one should have 

to make, but they set 
her on a path to find the 
Lord and He led her to 
our time together. As her 
knowledge and faith grew, 
she made the choice to be 
baptized, determined to do 
it on her birthday so that 
she could celebrate her 
new life on the same day 
as her celebration of life. 
In addition, she wanted to 
read the bible completely 
through before her baptism 
(which was coming up in 

a few months). I helped her find 
a plan that she could follow, it 
was very ambitious and a sweet 
idea, unfortunately she didn’t 
quite make it (understandably). 
But, our conversations took new 
meaning and depth as she read 
the Old Testament and wrestled 
with the unfaithfulness of people, 
the faithfulness of God, and the 
punishment that came with it. 

I baptized Joan this December 
and rejoice in her decision to deny 
herself and take up the cross, to 
take on Christ, to be redeemed 
and to follow the Will of God. 
Praise be to the Lord Almighty 
to who brings people of different 
cultures, nations, and languages 
together to accomplish His will.

And her failure to read the 
entire bible before her baptism 
led to a challenge to the Donau 
Gemeinde to read the entire bible 
in a year, a project she is leading 
and a few other ideas that we are 
going to try. So that people have 
the opportunity to interact with 
God’s Word in a deeper way. She 
is eager to help in any way and 
we look forward to what God is 
going to do through her. 

-Jake
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A Bible in Farsi, the language of Iran



The four days our team spends 
at the Euro-American Retreat 
are always special. We count the 
weeks leading up to this annual 
event and pack with earnest. This 
year, however, was extra special.

Many of you have read about, 
heard about, or even met our 
friend and sister in Christ, Chiara. 
She’s been a close friend for years 
and we are continually in awe of 
the way the Lord works through 
her gift of encouragement and 
evangelism. She’s always heard 
about our collective Rothenburg 
experiences - how we use this 
time to heal, to connect, to 
rejuvenate our tired souls, to 
be inspired by missionaries all 
over Europe. So this time, she 
decided to create a Rothenburg 
experience of her own. Our 
longtime Euro-American Retreat 
friends welcomed her and loved 
on her for the entirety of her 
stay, asking her about her desire 
to be there, how she came to 
love Christ, and how she got our 
daughter, Lucy, to like her. (Big 

ROTHENBURG RETREAT

Chiara and Lucy in Rothenburg

As I sit and look out my backdoor 
I can see that the wood pile is 
dwindling, a sign that reminds 
me winter is also slipping away.  
Slowly.  I’ve said it before, like 
others have also said, the winters 
in Vienna are long and dark and 
cold. 

I can remember that first year we 
were here how early it seemed 
like all the Christmas decorations 
and other holiday goodies 
appeared in the shops.  It was 
late October and it was one of 
those “you’re in a different culture 
now” moments. There was no 
slow lead in with Halloween or 
Thanksgiving (days not given 
significance in Austria), just 
BAM, Christmas. Now, of course, 
I can see the motivation to get 
the Season Of Lights underway 
ASAP. But, as Americans, we still 
like to take a slight pause before 
all the merriment begins and 
celebrate a day of thanksgiving. 

This tradition started with 
the original team as time of 
celebration and being thankful 
we’d made it through those first 
few months. Over the years, 
the faces around the table have 
changed and grown in number, 
as well.  

This year was another time of 
celebration and giving thanks 
for the ways we’ve been blessed.  

Thanksgiving spread

THANKSGIVING AT HASKEWS
We hosted 
our traditional 
Thanksgiving 
Day dinner at 
our house on 
the Sunday 
following the 
actual holiday.

I began 
cooking the 
day after we 
returned from 
Rothenburg 
and Tamika 
came over to 
help in the 

morning. I do my 
best to try to be as authentic as I 
can with recipes, but sometimes 
substitutions must be made and 
I get as close as I can to the real 
thing. 

Most importantly, our house 
was full with close to 40 people 
talking and laughing and having 
a good time in general. My heart 
is never so full as when my home 
is filled with people I love. I stood 
at one point marveling at all God 
has done here in Vienna, and we 
are so grateful to have been able 
to have even a small role in all this. 
I believe a half dozen cultures 
were represented on that day, 
filling every available seat and 
floor cushion and spilling over to 
standing room only. 

As everyone made their way 
home that evening I know they 
left with full bellies and, hopefully, 
hearts that were even more full.   

-Amanda

crowds are not Lucy’s jam, so 
the majority of our friends were 
given icy glares as a warning to 
stay away, all except Chiara.)

On the last day of the retreat, we 
watched and listened as friend 
after friend hugged Chiara with 
a hopeful confirmation that she’d 
come back in 2020. Given her 
rave reviews of the experience, 
we’re pretty certain she’ll be 
back.

-Holly



PICTURES FROM THE FIELD

Teen Christmas party at Koois’ house

Holly leading a session at the Rothenburg retreat

Haskews visiting the teens in Graz

Haskews celebrating New Year’s Eve

Playing White Elephant at church Christmas party 
at Kreuzung

Another Christmas event at Kreuzung for young adults



DANUBE CHURCH VISION RETREAT
Among the many changes to 
take place in our church in the 
past year, one major one was the 
formation of a new leadership 
team, consisting of 3 families: 
the Koois, the Haskews, and the 
Rybinskis. This was a new start, 
a new team consisting of the 
core families who had already 
been serving the church in some 
capacity already.

As this is the first time these 
three families have served 
together, it was decided right off 
the bat to bring in some experts 
in team dynamics and conflict 
management to head off any 
potential conflicts before they 
begin and to get us started on the 
right foot in working as a team. 
In May, Dale and Vicki Hawley 
visited and spent a week with 
all three families separately and 
together to talk through potential 
issues, differences in personality 
and style, and to begin looking 
toward the future. The Hawleys 
work with Missions Resource 
Network and helped train the 
original Vienna Team, and have 
also periodically come to Vienna 
to follow up as various transitions 
occurred over the years. Our time 
with them was extremely helpful 
and encouraging as we strived to 
start this leadership team off on 
the right foot.

One major item that was decided 
during this time was for the three 
families to spend some dedicated 
time away from Vienna, in a place 
relatively secluded to spend time 
in prayer and vision-casting 
for the future of the church 
and mission in Vienna. This 
took place the last weekend in 
October, when we all went with 
our families to a small hotel in the 
Austrian countryside.

This hotel had babysitting for the 
younger kids, so the adults could 
spend multiple sessions talking 
through past issues, lifting up 
the present church to God’s will 
and planning for the future. We 
talked about our strengths and 
weaknesses as a 
church and mission 
in over 13 total 
years. We looked at 
where we are, and 
where we want to 
be (God willing). 
We talked about 
our core values, 
what we want to 
show to outsiders 
when they come 
to visit. This was all 
done in the midst 
of intense prayer 
and soul-searching.

The weekend was a blessing, 
and we came back to Vienna 
empowered and ready to get 
started. Not everything has been 
easy in the story of our church. 
There have been bumps in the 
road. There will continue to be 
bumps, even valleys. But I’m 
thankful for these families who 
have committed to supporting 
each other and guiding the 
church in its next phase.

Please pray for us as we strive 
to put into effect everything we 
talked about. Please also pray as 
we attempt to identify and raise 
other leaders to potentially join 
us in serving on behalf of the 
church in the future.

-Will
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